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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES 
322. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence: 
I have a supplementary question. Is it reasonable that services such as refuges should have to fundraise to provide 
basic services because the government will not increase the funding, gatekeeping its $5.7 billion surplus? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
It amazes me how often the opposition has spent the surplus. I do not know how many times. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: We should get a little toy cash register, Treasurer, and every time members opposite spend the 
surplus, we will press the button and get a little kerching. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: I think that might be a good idea—a nice prop. 
We have not only opened two new refuges, but also given significant extra funding to the sector to respond to the 
very unfortunate and tragic increase in demand for domestic violence services that we saw particularly during the 
COVID pandemic. We worked with the sector to understand how we could best place those additional resources. 
I understand it is frustrating that services fundraise. Sometimes they fundraise to garnish extra understanding and 
buy-in by the community about their services. In fact, I was at a fundraiser for Starick and I know that the member 
for Victoria Park and some members of the upper house, including Hon Kate Doust and the like, were also at that 
fundraiser. I often go to those fundraisers. It is an important way for all of us to support local services, and I support 
the public, as well as members, going along and supporting those services. 
There is a lot to do, member. The opposition left us with a lot to do in this area. We have built two refuges. In fact, 
as we opened those refuges as a result of COVID, we got extra funding and, 12 months later, we doubled their 
capacity. We opened two new refuges—one is the first therapeutic refuge in this state and the second is the Andrea Mia 
refuge, which is a larger modern facility that enables bigger families to be accommodated. As I said, after opening 
them, we announced their ability to double their capacity. We have opened two hubs. We have funding for a third hub. 
We have had nation-leading law reform in concert with the Attorney General. There are extra counselling services in 
the south and north metropolitan areas and extra services in the Kimberley. We have the Respectful Relationships 
program in schools and the Pets in Crisis program. We have made reforms to the Residential Tenancies Act. We have 
done so much work because the member’s side did absolutely nothing in eight and a half years. It is astounding 
that she can stand and try to talk to us about what we are doing about domestic violence. We are light years away 
from her efforts. 
The SPEAKER: Before I give the member for Murray–Wellington the call, I want to say this: I have said over 
and again that I expect short, concise supplementary questions. That is the nature of it. I also expect concise answers. 
It does not help if we get kind of a new topic in the supplementary that is vaguely related to the first question and 
then the minister feels the obligation to respond to all of that. That means that we get very lengthy answers to 
supplementary questions. If that is the way we are going to proceed, I will have fewer questions each day. It will 
mean that whoever is asking the fifth question will not get to ask the question; I will just let the supplementary go 
on and we can have long questions and long answers from ministers if that is what you want to do. We will have 
about three questions a side if we progress like this. I again implore people to stick to the rules for supplementary 
questions: ask a simple, direct question—something that can be answered briefly—and do not introduce a new 
element when you ask a supplementary question. Likewise, ministers, if you could answer a supplementary question 
in a minute or so, that would be fantastic, because some of the supplementary answers are longer than the original 
answer. That would effectively double the number of questions. We have had question time go for the best part of 
an hour on various days. It is getting beyond a joke. There is a responsibility on both sides—to the people asking 
the supplementary questions and also to the ministers responding. 
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